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Book Reviews

ENGLAND  IN THE  FIFTE-ENTH CENTURYIPROCEEDINGS  OF THE

1992 HARLAXTON SYMPOSIUM.  Edited Nicholas Rogers. 1994. Harlaxton

Medieval-Studies IV. Paul  Watkins, Stamford,  Lincs., £40. ISBN l-871615-67-4

The once-scomed fifteenth century has risen into prominence in the last few years,

in part because of renewed interest in two subjects: popular piety and books and
printing. In this new volume of essays these topics provide about  half  the  volume’s

contents. The remaining half consists of various perspectives on fifteenth-century

history: ecclesiastical, political, and social/economic.
The  book’s  contents might just as usefully, however, be classified not by topic,

but by approach. Several of the essays are intriguing not so much for the thesis

they present, but because they offer a new way to get at subjects which  have

seemed intractable. Another group of essays  offer  revisionist theses, while in  a

third assortment, entirely new information is presented.
In the first category, Rosemary Hayes’s examination of the private life of  a  late

medieval bishop attempts such  a  resistant topic, employing a variety of research

strategies. Her  assignment  was particularly difficult since no  household  accounts

survive for William Alnwick, bishop of Norwich and Lincoln, but she was .able to
reconstruct elements of  a  personal network from will  bequests  made to Alnwick

and from his own legacies of liturgical objects and of  books. As Alnwick was the
protégé of Stephen Scrope and received from him  ‘all  the basic  texts  and
commentaries needed to administer the  canon  law in England’, so Alnwick himself

had a clerical protege, John Breton. The essay concludes with  a  discovery which

hints at personal affection. Alnwick’s and  Breton’s arms  survive, joined together in

a  building once belonging to the Lincoln vicars choral.

Jepny Stratford’s  essay on the royal library in England before the reign of
Edward IV is similar to Hayes’s in its approach.  That  is, she  deploys  a wide variety

of largely unfamiliar documentary witnesses to the library’s character. The

cumulative effect of such digging is  often  surpn'sing. For instance the accounts of

John de Flete, keeper of the privy wardrobe in the Tower  (1324-1341) show that at

least 160 different books were stor'ed there. Particularly interesting is the evidence
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exchequer records provide  that  royal books were lent among members of the

household in the 1430s and  14405:  to the  king's  confessor, a  royal clerk, and

secretaries and clerks of the  Signet  office.

Under the rubric of political history Michael K. Jones provides a new way of

looking at the last great battle of the Hundred Years War, the relief of Avranches

(1439). By coming to the historical event  through  a perspective drawn from

contemporary courtly literature, he  suggests that  the English actions constituted  a

true chivalric  feat,  an exploit of daring. He concludes  that a  chivalric worldview

continued in force, and governed behaviour, through the middle of the fifteenth

century.

Perhaps the  most  stimulating of these unfamiliar  approaches  is provided by

Philippa Maddem's examination of friendship. The conceptual framework in  fact
is more intriguing than  the discussion it contains. Maddern asserts  that  the vertical

social  links we are familiar with, such as clientage, may perhaps have been less

important than the horizontal ones, such as friendship. The discussion is, however,

confined to male bonds, due, as Maddern says, to the ‘archetypally male’
construction of friendship. The challenge to rethink such  familiar  categorizations

remains unexplored — although female wills, for instance, would  have  provided  a
useful point of entry here.

A  second category of essay in the volume offers revisionist theses which

challenge previous understanding of  a  problem. Benjamin Thompson’s

sophisticated analysis of the  1399  dissolution of the alien priories assigns the

responsibility for  this  phenomenon to changing conceptions of religious obligation.

Motives  for religious foundation  —  in the post-conquest period, gratitude for

military victory and interest in reformed monasticism  —  changed as the  fifteenth

century developed interest in new ecclesiastical forms (chantries) and new

religious orders (Carthusians and Bridgettines). In each case, however, Thompson

argues, it was lay inikiative, control, or influence which was responsible for such

cyclic alterations in religious structures.

Similarly revisionist is  Scot  McKendrick’s essay, which argues that the  date  of

acquisition of Edward  IV’s  Burgundian manuscripts, usually assigned to c.  1472, is

more likely 1479-80. Based on the similarities of decoration in a number of

manuscripts, McKendrick concludes  that  Edward ‘acquired the core of his library

in one principal very large  purchase’. He  suggests that  a  common denominator of

these manuscripts is their interest in history, particularly that of ancient  Rome.

A  final  example  of revisionism is provided by Daniel Williams’ assessment of

Richard  III, which attempts to deduce Richard’s concept of kingship from his

speeches before Parliament, and which cites his impartiality in arbitrating

aristocratic disputes. These aristocratic subjects were responsible for Richard’s fall

(Williams uses the word ‘trimmers’ four times), despite Richard’s ‘active,
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intelligent, and measured’ efforts.

The third group of essays in the volume may be regarded as presenting new

information, often in situations where previous knowledge was wrong or

nonexistent. Thus our understanding of  women’s  participation in law courts is

enlarged by J ane. Laughton’s  evidence from Chester where over  a  three-year period

women were participants in 21% of the cases  -  mostly actions for d_ebt,  though
there were also infractions of covenant, detenue, trespass (sometimes with

violence), and receiving stolen goods.

By examining Yorkshire staple certificates at the Public Record Office,  1.1.
Kermode  attempts  to answer some large questions about credit.  These  certificates
were orders sent out from Chancery, in response to answers taken against

defaulting‘debtors. They thus record the process ‘wherein local debts were drawn
into central government records’. Such records indicate that credit was largely a

regional, rather than a national, matter, and  that  people at  many economic levels

used  credit.  The essay concludes by tracing a simultaneous decline in this form of
credit with a decline in English exports and  a  decline in coinage supply, suggesting

a narrowing of credit in response to these  last  two factors.
C.W. Marx presents the reader with a Passion meditation from a little-known

manuscript, BL Harley 1740, which is addressed to ‘my dere moder’.  Though
Marx  says it was ‘designed for a female religious  community',  the  text  seems to be

written for  a  laywoman in the world (indicated by such phrases as,  ‘Thouze  thou

eche day go to the chirche’, and ‘when thou art tempted to walke to se eny ydell

thynges’).
Three art history essays  are included in the volume. Nicholas Rogers’

groundbreaking work succeeds in establishing the unidentified artist of Trinity

College, Cambridge, MS  3.117  as  ‘perhaps  the most distinguished practitioner’ of
the metropolitan style. Rogers titles him the ‘Comwall Master’ (from the name of a

patron) and  suggests  tentatively that  he might be identified with Thomas Fysshe
(+1450), a warden of the London limners’ company and the supervisor of William

'  Abell’Swill.
Nigel Morgan’s essay, on the coronation of the Virgin by the Trinity, is largely

a  catalogue which extends his ongoing survey of Marian iconography. In  ‘The
Pulpit with the Four Doctors at St James, Castle Acre, Norfolk’ Jonathan
Alexander suggests  that  the pulpit’s depiction of  Sts.  Ambrose, Gregory, Jerome,
and Augustine holding scrolls represents orthodox, hierarchical, preaching
authority and hence may be considered a response to Lollard emphasis on the
authority of scripture in preaching.

Colin Richmond’s contribution, ‘On Margins and Marginality’, presents a

wide range of inscriptions from fifteenth-century devotional books. Its thesis, that
such inscriptions and prayers are  not, in John  Bossey’s  description, ‘whingeing’,
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seems clearly secondary to the rich display of personal  motive  which these
markings offer.

Finally Anne  Sutton’s  treatment of  Caxton  in his social and business milieu,
‘Caxton  Was  A  Mercer’, provides the  first  real advance in the biography of
England’s earliest printer since William  Blades’ work of 1860. The level of the
volume’s contributions is high, and almost without exception they provide  a  set of
challenging perspectives on what one writer has called  ‘the  last,  vast,  terra

incognita’ — the English fifteenth century.

MARY C. ERLER

THE  ISABELLA BREVIARY. Janet  Backhouse.  1993.  The  British  Library,

London, £10.95 ISBN 0-7123-0269-7

Janet Backhouse, with customary thoroughness, provides a  comprehensive
assessment of this little-studied yet important illuminated manuscript (British
Library, Additional Ms. 18851). She traces its colourful contemporary and later
provenance and  places  the Breviary in its historical and artistic  context,
convincingly speculating that it was presented to Isabella of Castile in  1497  by her
ambassador Francisco de Rojas to  mark  the double marriage of her son and heir,
the Infante John of Asturias, and her second daughter, the  Infanta  Joanna, to
Margaret and Philip, the two children of  Maximilian  of Austria.

The Breviary was produced against an eventful historical background in which

its owner and her husband Ferdinand were intimately involved. They instigated the
Spanish Inquisition, run by the Dominican Order, and succeeded in conquering the
Moorish  kingdom  of Granada in  1492; in the same year they gave financial support
to Chn'stopher Columbus.

Having established the historical context, Backhouse focuses on the

manuscript  itself; the form of the Breviary is discussed. Its decorative scheme is

dictated by its  textual  content. The decoration consists of magnificent miniatures
and exquisite picture—frame borders, the latter illusionistic in treatment and
depicting many varieties of flowers and species of insects and birds, minutely and
naturalistically observed. Seventy-three images are reproduced, over half in colour.
Breviaries of this high standard of execution are rare, the Breviary being more
normally a working tool  of the  secular  clergy and the monastic orders. It is

suggested  that  the Breviary, the  text  of which is Dominican, was for use in
Isabella’s private chapel. The iconography chosen for the Psalter section of the
Breviary, which  Backhouse  plausibly speculates may be  a  reference to the need for
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a new crusade, has no direct parallel in any other contemporary book.
The Breviary was probably produced in Bruges in the 1490s. Three main ‘

artists are identified, all with documented Brugean activity. The  so-called  Dresden
Prayerbook Master’s contribution, the largest, is considered by Backhouse  to be  a
masterpiece of his style. Another key figure is the Master of James IV of Scotland,  .
so-called  because  of his appearance in the book of hours made to celebrate  James’s
marriage to Margaret  Tudor  in 1503. This illuminator, apparently synonymous

with Gerard Horenbout,  also  worked in the Sforza Hours, another fine manuscript

in the possession of the Bn'tish Library,  itself  the focus of  a  funher study in this
lavishly illustrated series. Backhouse concludes that the Breviary miniatures, if by
Horenbout, must  be his earliest securely dated works. It is widely believed that the

third chief illuminator is Gerard David, who may have  executed four of the
miniatures. He occupied the  position  of principal panel painter in Bruges after thé
death of  Hans  Memlinc, and  Backhouse  points to connections with the older artist.

Although no documentary evidence survives to  attest  that Gerard David was an

illuminator, and  Backhouse  leaves the question open, there are  some  remarkably

close connections in the attention to landscape detail. In particular, the St Barbara,
set against  a  rural panorama, is reminiscent of David’s  Baptism  of Christ  in the
Grocningemuseum in Bruges, and the form of the miniature as a whole seems to
anticipate small panels such as David’s  Rest  on the  Flight into  Egypt  of c. 1500-10,
now in the National Gallery of Art, Washington.

This informative  volume admirably succeeds in communicating the  special
qualities of the Isabella Breviary, which Backhouse describes as ‘a gem of the

British  Library’s collection’.  This  series has already set an excellent standard of
production and presentation and this publication is no  exception.  It is readable,
authoritative and  a  delight to possess.

LYNDA DENNISON

THE  CAMBRIDGE COMPANION  T0  MEDIEVAL ENGLISH THEATRE.
Edited by Richard Beadle. 1994. Cambridge University Press, £12.95 (pbk).

ISBN 0-521-45916-8

The twelve essays collected here  offer  both a comprehensive introduction to the

subject and  a  demonstration of the vigour and unstuffiness of current research into
medieval drama. The editor's general introduction, and several of the individual

essays, stress  a focus  on  ‘theatre’ — the plays in perfonnance  -  which draws in much
valuable socio-economic material as well as illuminating discussion of modem
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productions of medieval plays. The breadth of research and speculation in the

volume, together with its theoretical and cn'tical awareness, define its subject as of far

greater significance than a chapter in the academic study of ‘the history of drama’.

William  Tydeman  opens the collection with a general ‘introduction to

Medieval English theatre’, considering the nature of the evidence for dramatic

activity of all kinds, and historical changes in the ways in which this has been

interpreted. His sense of drama as a ‘crucial force for encouraging communal

integration’ informs most of the other essays, and is explored in terms of the

relationship between  players and audience, in  both  medieval and modern

performances, in Meg Twycross’s consideration of  ‘The  theatricality of medieval

'  English plays’. Four essays devoted to the major surviving cycles of religious plays

highlight  both  the differences between the products of distinct local structures and

the possibilities of borrowing between cycles, and each makes lucid and sensible
use of manuscript evidence. Richard  Beadle  stresses the unexpectedly subtle

patterning in the York plays, Peter Meredith the concentration on human nature

and the tissue of recollection woven into the Wakefield Towneley cycle, and David

Mills the conscious shaping of the Chester plays in the light of earlier models,

while the unusual  ‘preachyness’ of the  ‘N-town’ plays  is attributed by Alan J.

Fletcher in part to their connection with  a  less obviously urban centre, perhaps

Thetford.

Regional considerations and the requirements of rural audiences are valuably

surveyed in John C. Coldewey’s essay on  ‘The  non-cycle plays and the East

Anglian tradition’ and Brian 0. Murdoch’s welcome contribution on the often-

overlooked Cornish medieval drama, and they feature too in Pamela M. King's

discussion of ‘Morality plays’.  The decision to ground this discussion in  a  detailed

analysis of the dramatic strategies and metaphors of the play Wisdom,  like Darryll

Grantley’s ensuing investigation of  ‘Saints’ plays’ though the Digby play of  Mary

Magdalen  (and like Meg Twycross’s earlier painstaking attention to the action of

Medwall’s  Fulgens  and  Lucrece),  is characteristic of the volume’s concern to

avoid the discursive monotony often distilled by companions and surveys. The

colle_ction closes with John Marshall’s illustrated survey of ‘Modem productions’,
which interestingly aligns medieval  theatre  with modern alternative, fringe and

community drama, and with ‘A guide to criticism of medieval English  theatre’,  by
Peter  Happé.  Like so  much  else in this  book  (not  least  its  vast  and carefully

organized bibliography, where subjects  such  as music and  folk  drama, not formally

addressed in the list of contents, find  a  home), the final chapter holds interest for

scholars of many disciplines and persuasions.
JULIA BOFFEY
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LATE MEDIEVAL ENGLAND (1377-1485). A BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF

HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP, 1975-1989.  Joel T. Rosenthal. 1994. Medieval
Institute  Publications, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan,  USA,

‘$45  (casebound). ISBN 1879288168

What does one do when given a bibliography to review? First, one  looks  for
reference to  one’s  own work: apparently I wrote only one  piece  for The  Ricardian
before 1990. and only a  note at that.  Next, one inevitably looks  for references to
the author himself and it came as no surprise  that  Dr Rosenthal had done rather

better (and so, of course, had Michael Hicks). Finally, one  looks  for errors and

oddities-(I could not find many): David Morgan did not write item 929 (index);

R.F.  Green’s  edition of Richard of York’s epitaph was not based on BL Ms. Harl
48; if you want to know about bombards, look between Michael J. Bennett on John
Audley and NF.  Blake  on William  Caxton,  because  they are all ‘intellectual
history’ and there is no subject index.  .

To avoid disappointment the prospective user of this bibliography would do
well to realise from the  outset that  publications listed do not go beyond 1989.  This
does limit its usefulnesss mainly to newcomers in the field, such as history
undergraduates and new members of the Richard III Society. The book is attractive
and (almost unnecessarily) well produced.  Most  items have an explanatory
sentence about their  contents.

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS

CHARTERS  OF THE  VICARS CHORAL  OF  YORK MINSTE-R: CITY  OF
YORK  AND ITS  SUBURBS  TO  1546.  Edited Nigel J. Tringham. Yorkshire
Archaeological Society Record  Series Volume  148 (1993 for 1988 and 1989).Price

to non-members  £35,  plus. postage  UK  £2.30,  overseas £3.20, YAS, Claremont, 23
Clarendon Rd., Leeds LSZ 9NZ.  - ISBN 0-902122-64-9

The archive of the York vicars choral  — the clergy responsible for singing mass and
the liturgical hours within the minster  -  includes the largest single collection of
original charters relating to the city of York in the middle ages. The vicars
gradually built up a  sizable endowment, receiving land and rent charges in return

for providing Obits  or financial assistance. Not all  that  endowment lay within the

city and its suburbs, and the  vicars’ property outside York is to be the subject of a
later volume. As is now usual, most of the charters are here calendared and only

the earliest are transcribed in  full,  with an English paraphrase. Perhaps no one,
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other  than  reviewers, ever sits down and reads  a  collection like this from cover to
cover. It is a quarry for researchers, and Dr Tringham has provided an exemplary
user-friendly apparatus to facilitate the digging. The charters are arranged
topographically by street, which entails a rag bag settion of  ‘mixed  streets’ at the
end; but generous crossreferencing minimises any problems.  Best  of all is an index
which is not only full  bu't intelligent — not always the same thing. All names are

indexed, and their  variants given;  and there is also a splendid subject index which
not only allows the reader to  track  down occupations and social  status,  but also, for
instance, types of grant, the family relationships of the grantors and the conditions
imposed. The volume is  a  very useful  addition to the resources  available  to anyone

interested in the history of York.
ROSEMARY  HORROX

RICHARD [H AND  YORKIST HISTORY TRUST

The  Household Books  of
John Howard, Duke  of  Norfolk,

1462-1471, 1481-1483
With an Introduction by Anne Crawford

This volume contains transcripts of the households books, the record of the money
received and dispensed by Howard and his family and household officers.  They throw
light on the administration of John  Howard’s  estates and his domestic expenditure on his
household,  food, clothing and even his tavern entertainment. Contains  a  new
introduction discussing his life and career and an appendix of newly transcribed related
documents. The first index of names to these important  documents.
Long unavailable  except  in rare nineteenth century editions of which  these are reprints,
printed four original  pages  to one new page.

Frontispiece, 368 pages
Special price to members of the Richard 111 Society £29.50 including post  and packing
from PO Box  247, Haywards  Heath,  W.  Sussex RH17  SFF. Cheques to be payable to the
Richard III Society.
Price to non-members  £48,  including post  and packing, from Alan  Sutton  Publishing
Ltd.,  Phoenix  Mill, Far Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 ZBU. Cheques to be
payable  to Alan  Sutton Publishing Ltd.
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Notices  of  Books  and  Articlés

The following list consists of recent books and  anicles, mainly publish'ed in the  last

twelve inonths, although earlier publications may be included. The appearahce of

an item does not preclude its subsequent review.  -

BOOKS .  A

Maryan W. Ainsworth, with contributions by M.P.J. Martens,  Petrus Christus.

Renaissance  Master  of Bruges.  Catalogue of the  exhibition  at the Metropolitan

Museum of Art, New York, 1994. 232 pages. 62 colour and 143 monochrome

illustrations. £45 (cloth).  ISBN  0-87099-694-0 (cloth) and  0-87099-695-0 (paper).  '
F_ull catalogue. Places the artist in the  context  of  fifteenth-century Bruges, studies his

relationship to vain Eyck and discusses his methods. Two appendices, select  bibliography,
index.

David R. Carlson, English Humanist  Books, Writers  and  Patrons, Manuscript  and
Print, 1475-1525.  275 pages. University of  Tofonto  Press. 1993. £32.50.
ISBN  0-8020-29]  1-6. , .

Explores the literary activity, the relation  betwueen‘patron  and  authqr  and the practical

possibilities open to authors  and/or  ‘publishers’ during the early years of  humanism  in

England  when  ‘publication’ was not yet  synonymous with  ‘publication in print’.  L

Phillip Lindley, editor, Gainsborough  Old  Hall,  Occasional Papers in Lincolnshire
History and Archaeology, 8 (1991). 88  pages.  Illustratgd. The Society of
Lincolnshire History and Archaeology, Jew’s  Court, Stepp Hill, Lincolli LN2 lLS,

£8.95.  ISBN 0-904680—96—7.
Eight articles tracing the history and architecture of Gainsborough Old Hall, including

the  Burgh  family, c. 1431-1550 (especially Sir  Thomas  who served the Yorkists) and the

later owners. The excavations, wallpaintings and  textiles  preserved  there  are  also covered.

David  Nicholas,  Medieval  Flanders.  463 pages. Longman, London and New York.

-  '1992. £15.99 (paper) ISBN 0-582-01678-9  (paper) 0-582-01679-7  (cloth)
The first modern general  history of medieval Flanders in the English language;

covering all  aspects  from  Roman times  to the  beginning of Habsburg rule. Extensive

bibliography, genealogical tables, maps, index. -  '

209



Jeremy Potter, Good King Richard?  An  Account  of Richard  III and His  Reputation  287

pages. Illustrated.  1994. Constable and Company Ltd., London, £10.95 (paperback).
Paperback, reissue, see The  Ricardian, volume 6, number 83, 1983, pages 274-77, for

the review.

ARTICLES

C.S.L. Davies, The Alleged  ‘Sack  of Bristol’: International Ramifications of

Bréton Privateering, 1484-5, Historical Research, volume 67, 1994, pages  230-39.
Gives all the sources on  this  event  that  almost  certainly never  happened. What did

happen was  a  major defeat at sea inflicted by Breton ‘pirates’ on  some  of the  best  Bristol

ships; their loss may have  had an  effect  on Bn‘stol’s exploring voyages.  Shows  how  both

friendly and hostile  contacts between  people living on the Breton and English  coasts  were

intense and supranational.

Jeremy Goldberg, Women in Later Medieval English Archives, Journal  of the

Society ofArchivists, volume 15, number 1, 1994, pages 59-71.
A  ‘brief  guide’ to some of the more  common  local archival sources for the lives of

medieval  women, covering their work in  town  and country, women  and the law, and their

piety. Sources mentioned include poll tax returns, ordinances of craft guilds, court rolls, and

wills; their possibilities and deficiencies are explained.

Frederick Hepburn, The Portraiture of Lady Margaret Beaufort. The  Antiquaries

Journal, volume 72, 1992, pages  118-40.

Thorough  study of all surviving portraits, including her effigy, which all derive from

one original; attempts  to reconstruct the appearance of this single  source  and to establish

whether any portraits were made  during her lifetime. Detailed description of her  vowess’

dress;  eight illustrations;  bibliography.

Alexandra F. Johnston, ‘Amys and  Amylon’ at Bicester pn'ory, Records  of Early

English  Drama,  volume 18, number 2, 1993, pages 15-18.
A  play of probably French origin performed in England c. 1390 shows how ‘religious

drama cut across social  boundaries’ and national frontiers.

Felicity Riddy, John Hardyng’s Chronicle and the Wars of the Roses, Arthurian

Literature,  volume 12, 1993, pages  91-108.
Argues  that  the second version of  Hardyng’s  chronicle was read as  a  genealogy of the

house of York, and commissioned by Sir  Thomas Burgh  of Gainsborough — or someone like

him  — but  only put into circulation after the author’s death.

W.R.B. Robinson, A  Letter from Sir  Richard  Croft to Sir Gilbert Talbot in 1486

concerning Sir James Tyrell’s Offices in Wales, Historical  Research, volume 67,

number 163, June  1994, pages 178-189.
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Edition with discussion of the complicated background of a short letter in British
Library Ms. Additional  46,457, f. 51, that  seems to throw  some  light  on-Tyrell’s  uncertain

position with Henry VII before he fell out of favour.

Margaret Rogerson, A ‘lost’ transcription from Sir William Dugdale, Notes  and

Queries,  volume 239, number 2, June  1994, pages, 158-61.

Thomas Sharpe (1770-1841) used works of Sir William Dugdale (1605-86) for his  A

Dissertation  on the  Pageants  or  Dramatic  Mysteries  Anciently Performed  at  Coventry

(Coventry 1825; reprinted Wakefield  1973):  interleaved in his own  copy is a fragment

Dugdale transcribed from Butler's Roll (one of the manuscript  Coventry annals made

probably 1588 and  lost  by fire 1879). Transcript gives  Richard’s  movements  May and June

1485 and fits with  Itinerary of King Richard  III  1483-1485,  by R. Edwards (1983). Edwards

shunned  non-contemporary sources to avoid  perpetuating errors: Rogerson calls  this  a wise

precaution especially for the ‘propaganda-ridden’ accounts of Richard’s reign ‘from his

morally correct usurpation of the throne on 26 June  1483  to his heroically shameful death at

Bosworth  Field’;  but it may entail ignoring useful  infomation, and no bias is evident in

Butler's  Roll. It gives a visit to Maxstoke  Castle  on  6  June  1485, and emphasises Richard's

piety, ‘universally accepted even by his detractors’, by his attendance at the Coventry play

for  Corpus Christi on  2  June 1485.

Matthew Sullivan, Biographical  notes  on Robert Mannyng of Brunne and Peter
Idley, the adaptor of Robert  Mannyng’s  Handlyng. Synne, Notes  and  Queries,

volume  239, number 3, September  1994, pages  302-04.
Gives new details  about  the author of  Handlyng Synne,  ‘a popular story-book and guide

to confession', Robert  Mannyng, a  Gilbertjne  canon  of Sempringham Priory, and expands

the biography of his adaptor, Peter Idley, in  Charlotte  D’Evelyn's edition of his  Instructions
to his  Son,  Boston, Mass.,  and  London, 1935. Idley was  a  lawyer who held various offices

under  Henty VI and died probably in  1473-74,  his widow,  Anne,  becoming the nurse of the

Duke  of Gloucester’s household. The author plans a new edition of Idley from  a  new

manuscript  with  a  longer  text.

Roger  Virgoe, Hugh  atte Fenne and Books at Cambridge, Cambridge

Bibliographical Society,  volume 10, 1991, pages  92-98.
The  books  mentioned in  Fenne’s  will (1476) — e.g. his  book  of saints' lives and the

primer he copied himself — and the money he meant to be used for ‘reparacion of  bookes
being within the Universitiee of Caumbrigg’.

Roger Virgoe, The Will of  Hugh  atte  Fenne, 1476, The  Norfolk  Record  Society,
volume 56, 1991  (published  1993), pages  31-57.

Gives the facts of  Fenne’s  life  -  he was  known  to Fastolf and the Pastons — an

explanation of his  long testament, and as  much  as is known of the foundation and history of

his almshouses at Herringby. The will is printed in full, the Latin part with translation.
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Notes 6n  Contributdrs

Julia Bofi'ey.  Lecturer in the English Depaxfment, Queen Mary and  qtfield

College; author of The  Manuscripts  of English Courtly Love  Lyrics  in the  Later

Middle  Ages; works on fifteenth-century literature and book production.

Richard Britnell  teaches history at Durham Ufiiversity. He  stfidies  the social

and economic history of the Middle Ages, and  has- written  a book  about Colchester

between 1300 and 1525. ,

Lynda  Dennison.  After completing her doctorate in '1988 on the mgnuscripts

produced for the  Bohun  family, has  taught  history of art at St Mary's School,

Wantage, continuing her reseaych in her spare time.

Mary Erler  is Associate Professor of English at Fordhain University, New

York. She' 15 working on  a study of women’s reading and book ownership m the

early modern period.

Heather  Falvey is  a  member of the  South  Herts Grout: of the Society and hés

been researching-the More for several years. She is studying for a certificate in

Local History.

Peter  Hammond.  Co- editor  of  British Library Harleian  Ms.  433, Coronation  of

Richard III, Road  to  Bosworth  Field.  Editor of  Walpole, Historic  Doubts, and

author of The  Battle  of Bamet  and  Tewkesbury.

I  Rosemary Horrox.  Author of  Richdrd  III:  A Study of Service, Cambridge 1989.

Alison McRae-Spencer  graduated from the University of York with an MA in

Medieval Studies in 1994 and is currently reading for the  Bar.  She was awarded

the Richard III Society Bursary in  1993.

Livia Visser-Fuchs  is' working on the literary background and propaganda of

Anglo-Burgundian relations of the Yorkist period.
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